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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 00664 202343Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 
PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 HA-05 /090W 

091791 211647Z/50 

R 202055Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 834 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAPAZ 
UEHME/ AMEMBASSY MEXICO 2443 

UNCLAS CARACAS 0664 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB SHUM BL VE 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN TRADE UNION CENTER CRITICISM OF 
BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT 

1 . THE POWERFUL CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS OF VENEZUELA 
(CTV) EXPRESSED "SOLIDARITY WITH THE WORKING CLASS AND 
PEOPLE OF BOLIVIA" IN CONNECTION WITH THE RECENT HUNGER 
STRIKE THERE. IN A QUARTER PAGE NOTICE PUBLISHED 
JANUARY 20 IN A LEADING DAILY (EL UNIVERSAL) THE CTV 
NOTED THAT "THE DICTATORSHIP OF GENERAL BANZER HAS 
INCREASED REPRESSION" IN THE FACE OF THE PROTEST. 

THE NOTICEPOINTED OUT THAT THE PROPOSED "LEVER" 

ELECTORAL PROCESS WAS NNOUNCED "WITH THE JAILS FULL 
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. WITH HUNDREDS OF DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERS IN EXILE." TEN WERE NAMED, INCLUDING BOLIVIAN 
EX-PRESIDENT HERNAN SILES ZUAZO. IT WENT ON TO CRITICIZE 
THE DISOLUTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES, THE PERSECUTION OF 
THEIR LEADERS, THE CONTINUED INTERVENTION OFTHE TRADE 
UNIONS IN VIOLATION OF ILO CONVENTION 87, THE DEPRIVA- 
TION OF JOBS IN THE MINES AND THE ARREST AND PERSECUTION 
OF TRADE UNION LEADERS. THE CTV DEMANDED THE IMMEDIATE 
LIBERTY OF TRADE UNION PRISONERS.THE RETURN OF THOSE IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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EXILE AND THE RESTORATION OF JOBS TO DISMISSED MINERS. 

THE NOTICE IDENTIFIES THE CTV AS AN AFFILIATE OF THE 
ICFTU AND ORIT. 

2. COMMENT: THE CTV EXPRESSION OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
BOLIVIAN HUNGER STRIKERS IS CONSISTENT WITH ITS CONTUNUED 
ADVOCACY OF HUMAN AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS IN LATIN 
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